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mean enough to canvas for it, because, whatever it likes, it
cannot be really content with anything but its own
approbation. I feel that to the most comfortable degree j
and I am sure, my dear Sir, you will not wish to deprive
me of the satisfaction I feel when I say to myself, ' I have
shunned every advantage of fortune when it would have
laid me under obligation to any man who did not deserve
my esteem.' Adieu !

23rd.

We had plenty of comfortable rain yesterday, and the
weather is much softened.

1161.   To SIB HOEAOE

Arlington Street, Feb. IS, 1767.

MB. WOBSELEY'S servant has brought me the parcel of
letters safe, and yesterday I received yours of the 27th of last
January, with an account of your distresses on the etiquette
between your plaything court and our travelling boys.
In truth, both sides are childish, and yet I am disposed
to favour the latter, and so I think should you too. What
is so insignificant as a Duke of Tuscany? And does his
being a slip of Austrian pride make him a jot more
important? Three years ago we were confessedly the
masters of Europe ; and I trust we shall not waive our
pretensions without a struggle. An English member of
Parliament is part of the legislature, and what is a Tuscan
nobleman part of? Has not that haughty Empress-Queen
been our pensioner? An English merchant may beget
gentlemen, if he pleases ; a poor slave with a long pedigree
begets nothing but more parchment. A Montmorency's
genealogy only proves how long the family has been
vassals. In short, I approve of bearding all other courts,
and particularly an Austrian one, for their ingratitude.nd ugly.
